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a seminary, to be made a priest; but he soon escaped from this
sphere of regularity, and went out into the open—into France,
to Lyons, then to Switzerland, Lausanne, NeucMtel; then to
Paris. He lived somehow, partly by giving lessons in music,
although he never had much skill in this. Wliatever employ-
ment he had, he soon lost it, through recklessness or downright
misbehaviour—a rolling stone, yet indomitably independent,
not afraid of life, not looking for money, never in doubt that he
could keep himself. Wliat he liked was " the great roads, the
long days of walking, the wide horizons, the uncertain lodging,
the chance supper with a stranger, the nights under the stars." l
Ml the same, he was glad enough to be welcomed by Madame
de Warens again when he turned up at her new home, Les
Charmettes, outside Chambery. She made him a kind of
secretary, and he lived comfortably for a time. He was mostly
alone, reading, dreaming, walking in the country—two years of
delicious solitude (1738-40). The desire to express himself
grew; he began to write—just a few essays. After a year or
two his solitary habits and self-will proved too much for the
temper of Madame de Warens; so he went away, and found
a post as tutor in the family of a rich burgiher of Lyons. This
post lasted him the usual time, and he proved, as usual,
undependable and ungrateful. Unabashed by failure, he went
to Paris, with the manuscript of a comedy, and las new method
of musical notation. He found a little work in copying music,
and shortly afterwards had the luck to be taken to Veake as
secretary to M. de Montaigu, Ambassador of France. It was at
Vepice in 1743 that he conceived the idea of writmgjie Cm-
irat social, his treatise upon natural man, upon the artificial,
despotic society which has corrupted man, and upon the new
political society which will restore him to freedom and virtue.
The Government of Venice was arbitrary, interfering, despotic;
the people of Venice (Rousseau judged) were corrupt He
reflected upon this, and thought out a better way, suggested
to him by reminiscences of the Free City of Ge&eva.
1 G. Lanson, Histoire de la Utt. frattfaise (1898), p. 765. €f.
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